What does it look like?
Adult weevils are a greyish-brown with a body about 5 mm in length and conspicuous snout (which is an additional 3 mm long). The larvae, which grow inside developing squares and bolls, are white, legless grubs that grow up to 13 mm in length. The head and chewing mouthparts are brown, with a curved and wrinkled body.
What can it be confused with?
The cotton boll weevil resembles some native weevil species. However, no weevils in Australia attack cotton. Therefore, any weevils found feeding on cotton plants or found within cotton bolls should be reported immediately.
What should I look for?
Look for small puncture marks at the side of flower buds. Egg-laying punctures are covered with a sticky secretion that hardens to form a wart-like protuberance that can be easily seen and felt.
How does it spread?
Adult weevils are strong fliers and can disperse long distances on wind currents (up to 72 km has been recorded). In trade, boll weevils may be carried with cotton seeds or bolls, with raw cotton and various cotton products.
Where is it now?
The cotton boll weevil is thought to be native to Central America from where it spread to both North and South America.
How can I protect my farm from Cotton boll weevil?
Check your farm frequently for the presence of new pests and unusual symptoms. Make sure you are familiar with common cotton pests so you can tell if you see something different.
If you see anything unusual, call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881
